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Upgrades needed

B Better infrastructure required for federal health reforms

By STEVE KELLY

WANGARATTA consult-
ant physician, Les Bolitho, has
warned that health infrastructure
upgrades and extra training ca-
pacity will be needed to mweet the
changes under the Federal Gov-
ernmient’s health reform.

He has called on the govern-
ment to address leaching  in-
frastructure, I'l and accommo
dation 1ssues 1o support extra
training places.

“We are currently
students and post-graduates in

training

rural and regional settings,” Mr
Bolitho said.

“But our capacity in many
areas is already stretched to the
limit, and that 1s without tak-
ing account of the significant
mncrease In training places that
will be required next year with

nwore  post-graduales coming
through.™”
Dr Bolitho is the brain he-

hind a tuture Medical Centre
for Excellence in Wangaratia
that will train medical post-

craduates.

“We need o look al the train-
iy models i rural areas that are
working., such as the programs
in North Fast Vietoria, and use
them as the basis for developing
larger training programs across
Australia,” he sawd.

“There are  also currently
specialist suppuort programs for
consultant physicians and gen
atricians, but they also require
cnable

consistent resources o

them to also support training.”



